
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To the Members of the California State Senate: 
 
I am returning Senate Bill 180 without my signature. 
 
Since I became Governor, I have made strengthening workplace protections for 
agricultural workers one of my top priorities.  I have added labor law enforcement 
positions, reformed farmworker housing laws, and worked to adopt the first regulations in 
the nation that ensure agricultural workers have appropriate access to shade.  These added 
protections are being implemented under existing law without the changes proposed by 
this bill to the historic Agricultural Labor Relations Act (ALRA).  The changes this bill 
would make to the ALRA are unnecessary to continue our forward progress in ensuring a 
better working environment for agricultural workers.      
 
By setting in place a “card-check” organizing process, SB 180 significantly changes the 
protections afforded to all of California’s agricultural workers under the ALRA.   This 
“card-check” process fundamentally alters an employee’s right to a secret ballot election 
that currently affords them the opportunity to cast a ballot privately without fear of 
coercion or manipulation by any interested parties.  This bill also limits the opportunity 
for employees to hear and consider other viewpoints on unionization.      
   
For these reasons, I am returning SB 180 without my signature.  However, I am directing 
my Labor and Workforce Development Agency to work with the proponents of this bill 
to ensure that all labor laws and regulations are being vigorously enforced, and to make it 
absolutely clear to all concerned that my veto is premised on an expectation that 
agricultural workers receive the full protections of the law. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
 


